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Cover photo, Cactus Wren, by Jim Burns. 

 

Cover Page I: Dedication of the 1970 to 1996 history of our chapter to Robert K. Turner, 

National Audubon Society Intermountain States Regional Representative to our chapter: -------I 

 

Cover Page II: Forward, with gratitude to our beloved NAS Regional Rep. Robert Turner who 

guided our chapter’s growth and conservation efforts from 1953 to 1996. Partial list of the many 

MAS friends and volunteers in our chapter’s efforts to protect Arizona’s environment.---------II 

 

* * * 

 

Roadrunner, Nov. 1968, MAS newsletter, Wm. Patey, Editor, “Conservation Clips” by Clem 

Titzck and Peggy Spaw-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------1. 

 

Roadrunner MAS newsletter, Sept. 1969, Janet Witzeman’s 1
s t

 “Field Observations report,”--2. 

 

Roadrunner MAS newsletter, Sept. 19 70, pp. 1, 4 Bix Demaree honored by Wilson Society---3. 

 

Roadrunner MAS newsletter, June 1971, p 1, back page including MAS officers list------------4.   

 

Roadrunner MAS newsletter, Oct. 1971, new format, Clemens Titzck becomes MAS newsletter, 

the Roadrunner, Editor 1971-72. He was preceded by Bill Patey, Roadrunner Editor 1958-1971. 

For names of previous Roadunner editors see Vol. 1 index, page 10. Subsequent MAS 

Roadrunner/Cactus Wren-dition editors include: Eleanor Radke 1973, Clemens Titzck 1974-

1977, Lee Burge 1978-1981, Bob Witzeman 1982-1985, Betty McKeown 1986-1989, Phyllis 

Tipton, 1990, Bob Nieman 1991-1994, Rich Ditch 1995-1997, Cliff Drowley 1998-1999, Deva 

Burns 2000-2006---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------5. 

 

Roadrunner Oct. 1971, Peggy Spaw, MAS Cons. Chair alerts chapter on CAP dams--------------6. 

 

Cactus Wren-dition Vol. LI, No. 2, Summer, 2003, Jim Burns cover photos grace newsletter---7. 

 

Cactus Wren-dition Vol. LI, No. 2, Summer, 2003, Jim’s awesome photos/quizzes entice our 

readers---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------8. 

 

Cactus Wren-dition Vol. LI, No. 2, Summer, 2003, Jim’s articulate “Photo Quiz Answers”-----9. 

 

Arizona Republic, Sept. 1, 2006, Jim Burns’ articles charm AZ Republic readers 10-1-06------10. 

 

Cactus Wren-dition, May 1977, Janet Witzeman, Bix Demaree, Eleanor Radke publish “Birds  

     of Phoenix and Maricopa County---------------------------------------------------------------------11. 
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Cactus Wren-dition, May 1977, “Birds of Phx. and Maricopa County, (1
st
. Edition 1972), 2

nd
 

Edition 1997” cover pages displayed--12. 

 

Cactus Wren-dition, Tribute to Kurt Radamaker, MAS newsletter webmaster --------------------13. 

 

Cactus Wren-dition,  MAS issues conservationist news releases (since 1970’s)-------------------14. 

 

Arizona Republic, 10-18-73, [Orme] Dam to flood wildlife area group [MAS] claims;  

Arizona Republic, 11-16-73, Salt River vegetation to be studied [by MAS]; 

Arizona Republic, 12-20-73, Ornithologist [R.Witzeman] fears for habitat of rails; 

Phoenix Gazette 10-18-73, Verde River Tour Planned [by MAS/Witzeman]------------------15. 

 

Audubon Leader, Jan. 74. NAS protests proposed Orme Dam riparian harms;  

Phoenix Gazette, 12-9-74, MAS opposes Goshawk, Merlin, Prairie Falcon for falconry; 

Arizona Republic, 12-8-74, AZGF, Audubon falconry regulations differences aired---------16. 

 

Phoenix Gazette, 11-12-74, Sierra Club/Tom Danielsen observe harms of Orme Dam;  

Audubon Leader, 1-11-74, Phreatophyte clearing, Orme Dam decried--------------------------17. 

 

Arizona Republic, 12-19-74, Audubon Xmas Bird Count Scheduled. “Phoenix held the record 

for the most species counted at an inland U.S. city.” [MAS Xmas Count recorded 156 species] 

Arizona Republic, 12-29-74, New bird species spotted [for Arizona, a Ruff] ------------------18. 

 

Arizona Republic, 1-12-75, Audubons [MAS] attack CAP plan;  

Scottsdale Progress, 8-7-76, 14 groups fight Orme Dam plan;  

Scottsdale Progress, 4-13-76, Orme Dam to threaten bald eagles;  

ASU State Press, 7-8-76, Orme adversaries square off. Orme Dam Environmental Impact 

Statement Public Hearing to be held 7-9-76-------------------------------------------------------------19. 

 

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 2-10-77, ‘Bird watchers’ to tackle CAP, Orme Dam;  

Arizona Republic, 2-10-77, Audubon officials discuss CAP;  

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 2-10-77, Yavapais Not Lazy---------------------------------------------20. 

  

 

Arizona Republic, 10-16-77, Orme Dam protester [R. Witzeman] chosen for award; 

Denver Post, 10-20-77, Environment Award Winners Named [Dr. Robert Witzeman 

receives citizen conservation award];  

Arizona Republic, 10-16-77, CAP benefit exaggerated, economist says [Dr. Thomas Power];  

Arizona Repub. 3-8-80, Flood loss blamed on state & SRP by Audubon chief [Witzeman]--21. 

 

Arizona Republic, 12-22-77, Audubon birdwatch popular in Arizona---------------------------22 

Arizona Republic, 11-22-78, CAP rated a “turkey” by coalition [Elvis Stahr, Pres. NAS];  

Arizona Republic, Carter A Foe Of CAP? Letter-to-editor, Lois Becker;  

Phoenix Gazette, 5-20-78, Study of Recharge Plan as Orme Dam Alternative Asked;  

Arizona Republic, 12-17-78 Wednesday [Christmas] bird census day----------------------------23 
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Phoenix Gazette, 1-15-79, “Emphasis” Op-Ed, Flood Protection Available ‘Almost Overnight’ 

by R. Witzeman ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------24 

 

Nat’l. Audubon Soc., Mar. 79, Economic Analysis of CAP, Dr. Thomas Power, Economist--25 

 

Arizona Republic, 3-14-79, Op-Ed, New Dam Unneeded by Dr. Thomas Danielsen;  

Phoenix Gazette, 3-16-79, Op-Ed, Dam Analysis, by Charles M. Monroe, [MAS treasurer]----26 

 

Mesa Tribune, 3-26-79, Nat’l Audubon group calls CAP “wasteful and inefficient;” 

Phoenix Gazette 3-27-79, Audubon Soc. “Disappointed” With CAP, [NAS Pres. Elvis Stahr]; 

Arizona Republic 3-27-79, Carter warned of fight over CAP--------------------------------------27 

 

Scottsdale Progress, 4-30-79, Audubon head hits CAP, R. Witzeman testifies before 

Congress; 

Tucson Citizen 3-13-79, Coalition’s drive could delay CAP [MAS, NWF, EDF, Wilderness 

Society, Trout Unlimited]---------------------------------------------------------------------------------28 

 

Phoenix Gazette, 6-2-79, front page, lead story, Audubon Proposal, Alternative to Orme 

Could Save Millions----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------29 

 

Arizona [Magazine] Watch on the Verde, MAS hires first eagle nestwatcher guardians----30 

Phoenix Gazette, 7-23-79, Op-Ed: CAP: Let’s Not Waste State Taxes, Scott Burge, 

President, MAS, Frank Welsh, Executive Director, Citizens Concerned About the Project--

-----------------31 

 

Phoenix Gazette, 8-9-79, Eagle Nest Sites Are Aided By Floodplain Fencing Plan------------32 

 

Arizona Republic, 8-19-79, Arizona’s eagle nesting habitat to be protected--------------------33 

 

Maricopa Audubon Society Christmas/New Years greeting card, artwork Dave Campbell----34  

 

MAS, 1978 Season’s Greetings card: Auld Orme Dam, lyrics by Bill and Sue Ahearn, to be 

sung to tune of “Auld Lang Sync”-------------------------------------------------------------------------35 

 

Phoenix Gazette, 7-14-80,  Audubon Official [President Russel Peterson] Favors Bridges, 

Upstream Dams; 

Phoenix New Times, 4-2-80, Congress Hears Orme Alternatives [MAS President Scott 

Burge] testified before public works appropriations subcommittees of U.S. Senate & 

House----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------36 

 

Audubon Magazine, The Audubon Cause, July 1980, Desert Eagles “…Fewer than a dozen 

pairs of Desert-Nesting Bald Eagles…” 

AZ Republic, 4-13-80, Op-Ed, Scott Burge, Pres. MAS, Alternatives to the Orme Dam-----37 

 

Mesa Tribune, 8-18-80, Feathered friends are in abundance [but their riparian habitats are 

endangered--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------38 
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Orme Alternatives Coalition Brochure, Summer ‘80, Safer, Less Costly Flood Control Now-39 

 

Arizona Republic, 12-3-80, Audubon Society [President Russell Peterson] classifies Orme 

Dam as ‘boondoggle.’ 

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 12-1-80 Orme Dam on society’s ‘hit list’ [Russell Peterson]-----40 

 

Arizona Daily Star, 12-2-80, CAP’s Orme Dam earns a top spot. “NAS’ year-end report 

names Orme Dam among eight priority targets…”-------------------------------------------------41 

 

Orme Alternatives Coalition brochure, Summer 1980, Managing SRP Dams for Flood 

Control--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------42 

 

Phoenix Magazine, Feb. 1981, Op Eds, U.S. Rep. Bob Stump, Scott Burge, Pres. MAS, The 

Orme: A Floodgate of Controversy---------------------------------------------------------------------43 

 

Arizona Republic, 2-5-81, Environmentalists [NAS President Elvis Stahr] say CAP should be 

budget-cut target; 

Denver Post 2-5-81, Re-open Water ‘Hit List’ to Cut Spending, Environmentalists Urge--44 

 

Tempe Daily News, 2-10-81, Local environmentalists [MAS President Scott Burge] has high 

hopes for Watt; 

Arizona Republic, 7-30-81, Audubon Society labels meetings on Orme biased-----------------45 

 

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 10-3-81, Panel Rejects Orme Dam-------------------------------------46 

 

Tempe Daily News: 10-3-81, Controversy ends: Advisory Committee rejects Orme Dam 

[Conservationists are out of the Orme Dam frying pan and into the Cliff Dam fire]--------47 

 

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 11-4-81, Indians, conservationists hail Orme decision---------------48 

 

Mesa Tribune, 10-11-81, Orme proves ‘little’ people can win--------------------------------------49 

 

Watertown, Wis. Times, 12-24-81, Crops for Dry Areas [NAS VP Rupert Cutler recommends 

Growing cotton back east, not in dry areas of the arid west]; 

Arizona Republic, 12-11-81, Group urges dumping of CAP [Rupert Cutler, Sr. VP, NAS, 

“Cotton industry should leave West,” Audubon Society says; 

Scottsdale Progress, 12-12-81, Group cites tax waste as main CAP complaint [NAS VP 

Rupert Cutler: “cotton and hay farming do not belong in the desert.”-------------------------50 

 

Mesa Tribune, 3-14-82, Scott Burge [MAS President] scans the cliffs of the Salt River trying 

to catch sight of a Bald Eagle; 

Arizona Republic, 1-20-82, letter-to-the-editor, “The Colorado and the future” [Clemens 

Titzck, Past-President, MAS, decries water subsidies], --------------------------------------------51 
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Mesa Tribune, 3-14-82, Preserving a treasure, Birdwatchers catch a glimpse of eagles 

nesting near river, Photo caption: Scott Burge, president of the Maricopa Audubon Society 

watching Bald Eagle------52 

 

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 8-25-82, Cliff Dam is considered $300 million boondoggle, letter to 

editor, Susan Ahearn, Vice-President, Maricopa Aububon Society; 

Arizona Republic, 3-18-82, AUDUBON OFFICIAL VISITS: Rupert Cutler, senior VP of 

NAS recently visited a Forest Service cottonwood-planting site along the Verde River below 

Bartlett Dam; 

Arizona Republic, Future Restrictions On Irrigation Argued, Letter to the Editor, Scott Burge, 

President, Maricopa Audubon Society.-------------------------------------------------------------------53 

 

Arizona Republic, 9-25-82, Additional funding for CAP assailed by coalition of conservation 

groups [“The coalition’s list of projects it opposes includes the CAP; 

Mesa Tribune, 6-23-83, Foes clash over Orme Dam alternative [Herb Fibel…president of 

the Maricopa Audubon Society, vowed to go to court to stop the building of the Cliff 

Dam].----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------54 

 

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 5-16-83, Foes of dam proposal promise fight [Herb Fibel, 

Maricopa Audubon Society president, said, however, that the dam would destroy the 

handful of eagles that reside along the Verde…] ----------------------------------------------------55 

 

Arizona Republic, 12-31-83, Floodplain Development Defies Logic, letter to the editor, Scott 

Burge, President, Maricopa Audubon Society.----------------------------------------------------------56 

 

Cactus Wren-dition, January-February 1984, pp. 1, 2, 3, last page, Susan Ahearn, MAS Vice-

President changes cover format and newsletter name to Cactus Wren-dition.------------------57, 58 

 

Chandler Arizonan, 1-16-84, Birds of Prey flock to Chandler [Scott Burge MAS 

Conservation Chair leads MAS field trip in Chandler, Arizona]--------------------------------59 

 

Arizona Republic, 4-5-84, Dam’s foes consider delay cop-out, sham: ready for court fight 

[Scott Burge, MAS Conservation Chair, Herbert Fibel, MAS President, Alma Williams, 

Sierra Club spokesperson protest]; 

Tempe Daily News, 2-14-84, Beware of earthen dams [Letter to the Editor, Herb Fibel, 

President, MAS]--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------60 

 

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 4-5-84, Audubon Society blasts Plan 6 [Scott Burge, Herb Fibel of 

MAS, and Claro Gonzales of “Concerned Citizens on the Rio Salado Project” voice 

criticisms]----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------61 

 

Arizona Republic, 4-21-84, Cliff Dam Study delayed by find of eagle’s nest; 

Phoenix Gazette, 4-21-84, Eagles ground study of dam---------------------------------------------62 

 

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 5-17-84, If we save state eagles, then eagles can save us [letter to 

the editor, Herb Fibel, MAS President]; 
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 AZ Republic, 4-5-84, Dam’s foes consider delay cop-out, sham; ready for court fight-------63 

 

Arizona Republic, 6-6-84, Letters to the Editor: Perverted Social Values Endanger Eagles, 

[Clemens Titzck, President, MAS], Ben Avery saying Cliff Dam will not hurt Bald Eagles is 

misinformed says biologist Nena C. Williams; 

Biltmore Bulletin, July 1984, letter to the editor, Susan Ahearn, VP, MAS, Cliff Dam would 

not provide flood control but instead a floodplain real estate project.-------------------------64 

 

Arizona Republic, 7-11-84 Two Letters to the Editor: Wildlife Federation Targets Waste, 

Fraud, [Jay Hair, Exec. VP, National Wildlife Federation, Washington D.C, CAP is waste, 

fraud to U.S. taxpayer], No Deal Was Made [Gov. Babbitt’s Orme task force never signed 

any deal approving Orme Dam] Eldon Evans, Phoenix--------------------------------------------65 

 

Cactus Wren-dition, March-April, 1965, An Arizona for Future Generations [Gilbert 

Venable is the gifted, inspired lawyer who has worked pro bono representing MAS in a 

number of Arizona endangered species lawsuits]----------------------------------------------------66 

 

Arizona Republic, 5-1-85, Cliff Dam foes vow court fight- Eagle habitat in peril Audubon 

Society Says--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------67 

 

Tempe Daily News, 4-30-85, Political activists carry Audubon banner [Russell W. Peterson, 

president, National Audubon Society calls Reagan and his top aides “ecological illiterates;” 

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 4-30-85, Critics blast Plan 6 as wasteful, greedy.-------------------68 

 

Arizona Republic, 6-20-85, CAP-funding talks must consider eliminating Cliff Dam, groups 

say; Eagles’ nesting places would be endangered conservationists warn. [Rob Smith, 

Southwestern Regional Rep. for Sierra Club, Herb Fibel, President, MAS state opposition 

to Cliff Dam; 

Phoenix Gazette,  6-20-85, Environmentalists, dam backers fail to agree [Herb Fibel of MAS 

and Rob Smith, Southwest representative of the Sierra Club, suggest cost-sharing proposal 

not including Cliff Dam-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------69 

 

Tucson Citizen, 7-4-85, $1 billion Rio Salado threatens eagle nest; 

Photo: T-shirt distributed by Cliff Dam Opponents. “Stop Cliff Dam, Remember the 

Teton.”--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------70 

 

Arizona Republic, 7-8-85, Cliff Dam plan criticized: compromise sought; 

Phoenix Gazette, 7-10-85, Babbitt’s brother fights local funds for Cliff Dam [Charles 

Babbitt, vice president, MAS: “I think we’re being sold a bill of goods.”----------------------71 

 

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 7-26-85, Environmentalists threaten suit. Cliff Dam assailed at 

hearing. Scott Burge, MAS Conservation Committee Chairman says there is “no legal 

authority for the state to include Cliff Dam in CAP funding…Herb Fibel, MAS president 

says the dam is “bad environmentally and unjustified economically…”-----------------------72  
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Arizona Republic, 7-20-85, Editorial, Sensible Move on Cliff Dam [“…Aububon Society, 

Sierra Club and other environmental groups are threatening to sue…And, in the end, they 

will lose.”-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------73 

 

Arizona Republic, 7-23-85, National coalition formed to lobby against Cliff Dam [National 

Wildlife federation, Environmental Policy Institute, Friends of the Earth, National 

Audubon Society have formed a coalition to oppose…Cliff Dam--------------------------------74 

 

Los Angeles Times, 7-25-95, New Audubon Leader Favors Flight Over Flight, Peter Berle, 

NAS president, “He’ll be a real scrapper.”-----------------------------------------------------------75 

 

Arizona Republic, 8-3-85, Cliff Dam: The battle- Sides gird for congressional fight over 

place where eagles dare [Scott Burge, MAS president: “We have the facts on our side, they 

have the politics.”------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------76 

 

Arizona Republic, 6-2-83, letter to the editor, “Clem Titzck, MAS Past President: Flooding 

Was Avoidable [Cliff Dam and Raising Roosevelt Dam…have nothing to do with flood 

control];” 

Arizona Republic, 7-2-83, “Flooding Was Avoidable,” letter to the Editor, Clem Titzck, 

MAS past president, [building Cliff Dam and Raising Roosevelt Dam…have nothing to do 

with flood control.]”  

Arizona Republic, 5-25-84, “Eagles May Protect Against Foolishness,” letter to the editor, 

Herb Fibel, President, MAS.-----------------------------------------------------------------------------77 

 

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 2-18-85, “Rio Salado hearing set at Capitol” Herb Fibel, Pres. 

MAS says “it is foolhardy to move homes and businesses into the Salt River bed…” 

Arizona Republic, 9-7-84, Rio Salado Project Invites Catastrophe [Letter-to-the-Editor, 

Herbert S. Fibel, President, MAS]; 

Phoenix Gazette, letter to the editor: Rio Salado Project Invites Catastrophe, Herbert S. 

Fibel, President, MAS; 

Phoenix Gazette, 9-7-84, letter to the editor, “Pie in the Sky,” Herbert Fibel, Pres., MAS--78 

 

Chandler Arizonan, 9-20-85, Environmentalists file suit to force alternatives to Cliff Dam 

Project [Herbert Fibel, MAS president holds news conference at the Phoenix Press Club-79 

 

Arizona Republic, 9-20-85, Environmental groups sue in bid to block Cliff Dam [Charles 

Babbitt, VP, MAS: “Building the dam would belike placing a bomb along the river.”]----80 

 

Herald News, Passaic New Jersey, 9-29-85, Letter-to-the-editor, by Herb Fibel, Pres. MAS, 

“Subsidizing Arizona’s Growth” [Nation’s taxpayers subsidizing water projects and dams 

in AZ that compete with rest of nation’s farmers]--------------------------------------------------81  

 

Sarasota Herald-Tribune, 9-18-85, Help to Arizona Is ‘Appreciated.” [Herb Fibel, Pres., 

MAS writes to newspapers nationwide about federal water subsidies to AZ.-----------------82 
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National Wildlife Federation, “The Leader” Dec. 1985, NWF and other conservation groups 

file suit Cliff Dam; 

Phoenix Gazette,  11-20-85, Eagles and Cliff Dam, Letter to the Editor by Charles Babbitt, 

VP, Maricopa Audubon Society [Cliff Dam eagle nest not vacated as erroneously reported 

by the Central Arizona Project Association]---------------------------------------------------------83 

 

Audubon Action, Dec. 1985, Arizona Dam Project Faces New Challenge [Coalition of AZ 

and national conservation groups sue to stop Cliff Dam: MAS President Fibel explained 

DEIS failed to include an alternative to Cliff Dam]-------------------------------------------------84 

 

 Phoenix Gazette, 12-18- 85, SRP’s lawyers intervene in lawsuit over Cliff Dam; 

Scottsdale Daily Progress, 10-21-86, Anti-dam Group wins battle [Coalition attorney Gilbert 

Venable called the ruling a small step forward in the coalition’s lawsuit]----------------------85 

 

Audubon Magazine, Jan. 1986, Desert Eagles [James R. Udall describes conservationists’ 

battle to protect Verde River riparian treasure from Cliff Dam]----------------------------86, 87 

 

Audubon Activist, September 1986, One Gung-ho Individual [Bob Witzeman, Maricopa 

Audubon Society] Can make all the Difference.”----------------------------------------------------88 

 

Phoenix Gazette, 11-21-86, Lawsuit seeks halt on Dam [plaintiff in litigation: MAS, NWF, 

NAS, Sierra Club, AWF, Prescott Aud. Soc., Friends of the River, Env. Policy Inst., Am 

Rivers Cons. Council, Nat’l Parks & Cons. Assn., Wilderness Soc., Friends of the Earth--89 

 

Arizona Republic, 1-16-87, CAP dams project ‘dead’ foes contend [Interior Dept. report 

said new Congressional Authority was needed for the “Plan 6” dams]-------------------------90 

 

Phoenix Gazette Washington Bureau, 1-16-87, Halt to CAP construction urged until Plan 6 

problems resolved [Interior Dept.] audit questioned whether Plan 6 – Waddell and Cliff 

Dams was what Congress intended].-------------------------------------------------------------------91 

 

Arizona Republic, 1-18-87, Threats to kill Cliff Dam may kill water project,  Environmental-

ists have strong case, SRP chief [Jack Pfister] admits.---------------------------------------------92 

 

Arizona Republic, 2-8-87, Rio Salado: From Instant Acclaim To Heated Controversy------93 

 

Tempe Daily News, 2-20-87, Dam or no dam [Letter to editor, Herbert Fibel, Pres., MAS]; 

Tempe Daily News, 5-8-86, Letter to Editor, Rio Salado plan: Pure riverbed madness, Bob 

Nieman, MAS newsletter editor]-----------------------------------------------------------------------94 

 

Audubon Activist, March 1987, Feds Pump funds into Mismanaged Arizona Dam Plan----95 

Phoenix Gazette,  3-14-87, GAO opinion threatens Cliff Dam------------------------------------96 

 

Phoenix Gazette, 3-16-87, Environmentalists enthused over GAO Cliff Dam report [Our 

immediate reaction is “That’s wonderful” Herb Fibel, Pres. MAS; “I’m not surprised but 

elated” Frank Welsh Exec. Dir., Citizens Concerned About the Project.---------------------97 
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Phoenix Gazette, 4-28-87, Letter to the Editor, “Guaranteed Floods” Clemens Titzck-----98 

 

Audubon Action Alert, May 1987, NAS urges members to write letters to Congress opposing 

Cliff Dam----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------99 

 

Phoenix Gazette, 6-17-87, End seems near for Cliff Dam [U.S. Rep. Larry Coughlin to 

introduce amendment killing dam]-------------------------------------------------------------------100 

 

Scottsdale Progress, 6-18-87, Deal would kill Cliff Dam [Congressional plan would delete 

Cliff Dam, fund reconstruction of existing New Waddell Dam on the Agua Fria River]--101 

 

Arizona Republic, 6-19-87, Lawmakers OK demise of Cliff Dam, Arizona delegation yields 

to opponents [quotes from Phoenix Mayor Terry Goddard, U.S. Rep. Morris Udall, Ed 

Osann, NWF, Elizabeth Raisbeck, NAS, U.S. Rep. Bob Stump, Sen. Dennis DeConcini, 

Interior Secy. Hodel, Tom Clark, CAWCD]--------------------------------------------------------102 

 

Tempe Daily News, 6-19-87, Congress bursts Cliff Dam plan, Environmentalists win battle 

[quotes from U.S. Rep. Jim Kolbe, Sen. Dennis DeConcini, Roger Manning, CAWCD, 

Mitch Snow, U.S. Interior Dept., Herb Fibel, Pres. MAS, Jack Pfister, SRP, Phoenix Mayor 

Terry Goddard, Carl Kohlhoff, CAWCD, Bill Wheeler, CAP Assn.]-------------------------103 

 

Tucson Citizen, 6-18-87, Arizona delegation, ecologists near pact to abandon Cliff Dam 

[quotes from Elizabeth Raisbeck, NAS, Ed Osann NWF, U.S. Rep. Bob Stump]-----------104 

 

Tempe Daily News, Lawmakers may pull Cliff Dam proposal [Rep. Bob Stump, Bob 

Witzeman, MAS, Tom Clark, CAWCD, Bill Wheeler, CAWCD, Roger Manning, AZ 

Municipal Water Users Assn.]-------------------------------------------------------------------------105 

 

Arizona Republic, 6-18-87, Outlook for Cliff Dam is gloomy [quotes Kolbe, Raisbeck, 

Osann, Bob Stump, Lawrence Coughlin, City of Phoenix, Wm. Chase, Bill Wheeler 

CAWCD, George Britton, City of Phoenix----------------------------------------------------------106 

 

Phoenix Gazette, 6-19-87, Quotes from U.S. Reps. Jim Kolbe, Jon Kyl, Bob Stump, Morris 

Udall, NWF, NAS-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------107 

 

Tucson Citizen, 6-19-87, Cliff Dam dumped to ease CAP’s way [quotes of Reps. Kolbe, 

Stump, Udall, Roger Manning, AMWA, Sen. DeConcini]---------------------------------------108 

 

Mesa Tribune/Tempe Daily News Tribune/Chandler Arizonan Tribune, 6-19- 87 Chronology 

history of CAP, Cliff Dam 1968-1987-----------------------------------------------------------------109 

 

Arizona Daily Star, 6-19-87, Cliff Dam cut clearing way for rest of Plan 6 [quotes Rep. 

Udall, Jim Kolbe, Ed Osann, NWF, Sens. DeConcini, McCain, others------------------------110 
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Congressional Record-House, 6-24-1987, Letters to U.S. Rep. Lawrence Coughlin from 

Elizabeth Raisbeck, NAS, David Conrad, Friends of the Earth, Jay D. Hair, NWF--111, 112 

 

Arizona Republic, 6-28-87, Cliff and Orme Dams chronology, Abrupt Halt, Cliff Dam’s 

Demise Reverses Mind-set On Water Projects [quotes Larry Morton, USBR, Robert 

Witzeman, former president, MAS, Herb Fibel, president, MAS]-----------------------------113 

 

Arizona Republic, 6-28-87, Cliff Dam A Setback To Water Projects, END OF AN ERA; A 

SPECIAL REPORT [quotes Rep. Morris Udall, Robert Witzeman, Past President, MAS, 

Phx. Deputy City Mgr. George Britton, Herb Fibel, President, MAS]------------------------114 

 

Scottsdale Progress, 5-13-87, Stop Rio Salado [Ltr. to Editor, Clemens Titzck, Pres. MAS]; 

 Arizona Republic, 7-4-87, FLOOD, Rio Salado Risk, [Letter to the Editor, Charles Babbitt, 

VP, MAS]---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------115 

 

Audubon Activist, JULY/AUGUST 1987, Cliff dam bites the Dust, Desert-nesting Eagles 

Win, Elizabeth Raisbeck, NAS-------------------------------------------------------------------------116 

 

Phoenix Gazette, 9-19-88, A fowl smell, Bird watchers follow their noses to best spots 

(birdwatching makes front page of Phoenix Gazette)-------------------------------------------------117 

 

Audubon Activist, Sept, Oct. 1989, Focused on the Stars, Telescope Project Tramples Rare 

Squirrel [Congress exempts UA from provisions of the Endangered Species Act]---------118 

 

Eastern Arizona Courier, undated 1989, Letter to the Editor, Charles Babbitt, President, 

MAS “Pope sends conflicting words,”----------------------------------------------------------------119 

 

Canyon Echo, Grand Canyon Chapter, Sierra Club, University’s “Road to Nowhere” Based 

on Biological Untruths, by Chas. Babbitt, President, MAS--------------------------------------120 

 

Tucson Citizen, 10-4-89, Op-Ed, University is spreading myths about red squirrels, by 

Charles Babbitt, president, MAS----------------------------------------------------------------------121 

 

Arizona Daily Star, 6-23-89, Environmentalists sue to block Mt. Graham scopes, protect 

squirrels [Sierra Club, NAS, Defenders of Wildlife, Audubon chapters in AZ]-------------122 

 

U.S. District Court, Tucson, AZ, 7-26-89, Coalition of Conservation Groups, Sierra Club, 

National Audubon Society, National Audubon Society, Arizona Wildlife Federation, 

Maricopa, Tucson, Prescott Yuma, Northern Arizona Audubon Societies, Defenders of 

Wildlife, Wayne Woods sue U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, U.S. Forest Service sue to halt 

Mt. Graham telescope project--------------------------------------------------------------------------123 

 

Phoenix Gazette: 3-27-90 Injunction halts telescope work for 4 months; 

Phoenix Gazette: 12-28-89 UofA ‘desecration’ [UA telescopes on Mt. Graham protested in 

Letter to Editor by Charles Babbitt, President, Maricopa Audubon Society]---------------124 
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Arizona Republic, 3-25-90, Shedding light on UA’s success on Mt. Graham [Letter to the 

editor, Clemens Titzck, MAS Past President]; 

Phoenix Gazette, 4-4-90, Easy help for wildlife [Robert Witzeman, MAS past president 

urges use of tax-deductible check-off for wildlife and wildlife habitat-------------------------125 

 

Arizona Republic, 3-27-90, Judge Ok’s 4-month work ban on Mount Graham telescopes, 

Biologists will restudy fate of red squirrels----------------------------------------------------------126 

 

Arizona Daily Star, 12-14-90, Federal panel hears scope arguments; 

Maricopa Audubon Society, (undated 1990 MAS flyer), UA ARGUES THEY ARE EXEMPT 

FROM ALL U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS----------------------------------------------------127 

 

 Arizona Daily Star, 3-30-90, EDITORIAL, Ring of Truth, Mount Graham gets a sprinkling 

of justice; 

Phoenix Gazette, 2-8-90, EDITORIAL, Mount Graham Scandal-------------------------------128 

 

Tempe, Mesa, Chandler Tribunes, 9-11-90, Letters to the Editor, Pitiful Site, Marty Cordano, 

VP, Huachuca Audubon Society; 

Phoenix Gazette, 4-27-90, [Cartoon opposing UA telescope project on Mt. Graham]-------129 

 

Cactus Wren-dition, Nov.-Dec. 1990, Endangered Species Act at the Crossroads [article by 

Bob Witzeman from MAS chapter newsletter------------------------------------------------------130 

 

Cape Cod Chronicle, 8-9-90, Letter to the Editor, In support of Gary Studds [Charles J. 

Babbitt, President, MAS; 

Sierra Vista Herald, 8-24-80, UA signs telescope contract amid threats of lawsuits [Robin 

Silver, MAS spokesperson vows suit against project----------------------------------------------131 

 

AUDUBON ACTIVIST, May/June 1990, Mount Graham Red Squirrel Gets Reprieve [contact 

Bob Turner, NAS Regional Representative---------------------------------------------------------132 

 

San Carlos Apache Moccasin, 7-17-90 San Carlos Tribal Council opposes Mt. Graham 

telescopes [Apaches Ola Cassadore Davis, Wendsler Nosie, & Charles Babbitt (MAS) state 

opposition]-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------133 

 

AUDUBON ACTIVIST, March/April 1990, New controversy erupts over Mt. Graham 

squirrel; 

Phoenix Gazette, 7-6-90, Letter to the Editor: Congress misled [Robert Witzeman, Cons. 

Chair, MAS]----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------134 

 

Arizona Daily Star, 4-5-90, Udall seeks hearing on squirrel study, McCain DeConcini want 

GAO analysis [Robin Silver of MAS says “If the hearings are conducted with integrity, 

they’ll confirm what biologists have already said.”----------------------------------------------135 

 

Arizona Republic, 2-27-91, Letter to the editor, “Studies do not support the telescopes” 

[Charles J. Babbitt, President, MAS]---------------------------------------------------------------136 
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Arizona Republic, 12-14-92, “Audubon Seeks bird-count help, Sightings aid study on health, 

numbers.” MAS members Bob Bradley, Janet Witzeman describe details of count------137 

 

Phoenix Gazette, 3-28-92, Charges fly in final debate over telescope controversy, MAS’ 

Charles Babbitt calls project corrupt: “UA lobbied for exemptions from federal 

environmental laws…” 

Arizona Republic, 3-28-92, Telescope opponents won’t quit, But construction to resume 

Monday, MAS President “…this fight will go on…” --------------------------------------------138 

 

 

Arizona Republic, 6-15-93, “WORST SPOT CHOSEN FOR UA TELESCOPE, SCHOOLS 

OWN REPORT FAULTS SITE SELECTIONS” UA Steward Observatory “said the study 

was stolen from the observatory. A copy was provided to The Republic by observatory 

opponents, members of the Maricopa Audubon Society, who received it anonymously in 

the mail…Roger Lynds (esteemed astronomer) of the National Optical Astronomy 

Observatories in Tucson said time would not have made a difference because the 

University knew years ago that Mount Graham was not an optimum site for 

astronomy…They’ve had to slide to get around the environmental stuff and slide to get 

around the cultural stuff. What has happened is all of astronomy has gotten a bad name for 

all of this…”------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------139 

 

Arizona Daily Star, 7-29-94, Graham scope work barred pending further study [“The ruling 

by US. District Judged Alfredo Marquez was a victory for a coalition of 18 environmental 

groups that sued the U.S. Forest Service.” “This is a major victory, and it means an all-out 

assault on the project” said Robin Silver of the Maricopa Audubon Society…;” 

Arizona Daily Star, 8-25-94, U.S. court halts UA telescope work at Mount Graham [“Silver 

said: “The only thing they can do up there that would not interfere with future 

reforestation is to start packing up and moving.”--------------------------------------------------140 

 

Arizona Republic, 8-25-94 Construction freeze is upheld. Ruling jeopardizes Mt. Graham 

Project [That gives us hope. As far as we’re concerned, this is just another nail in the coffin 

of a project that should never have gotten of the ground,” said Robin Silver, a Phoenix 

physician  who has fought the MT. Graham International Observatory for the past 

decade.”-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------141 

 

Phoenix Gazette, 6-10-94 Letter to the editor. We need to act now to save the last big trees; 

Charles Babbitt (Pres. MAS) advocates responsible forest management---------------------142 

 

Tribune Newspapers, 6-12-94 Pro & con: Tale of the trees: Environmentalists employing 

myths to discredit logging, letter by Gerald Freeman, Forest industry exec. - Timber 

industry’s exploitative ways threaten economy, letter by Chas. Babbitt, Pres., MAS------143 

 

Arizona Republic, 8-19-94, Accountability in activist suits sought [AZ Gov. Fife Symington: 

“They have created economic damage and harm to individuals and private enterprise.” 

Chas. Babbitt, Pres. MAS: “The deed of the public lands belongs to all of us…it does not 
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belong to Gov. Symington and Mr. Killian and all of their wealthy corporate friends…the 

lawsuit is simply trying to make the Forest Service follow federal law. “If the court finds 

this is a frivolous lawsuit I will polish Mr. Killian’s shoes on the courthouse steps”-------144 

 

Arizona Republic, 1-20-95, Lawyer’s tips aid fledgling bird watchers [Herb Fibel, past 

president, MAS, and teacher of the ever-popular Basic Birding class- Tempe’s parks and 

recreation div. [many of Herb’s students have joined MAS and served on our Board]----145 

 

Tucson Citizen, 12-19-95, It’s time to develop a state forest restoration plan [Ch. Babbitt, 

MAS Past President]-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------146 

 

Arizona Daily Star, 4-25-95, Appellate court upholds ban on telescope site: Project may go 

elsewhere. Robin Silver of MAS: “The real question is when will the university start 

acknowledging that it’s time to move on, find an alternative site, and start behaving like a 

university should respecting preservation of special places and Indian people.”------------147 

 

Tucson Citizen, 4-25-95, UA dealt a setback on site of telescope.  A Court ruling will force 

more impact studies for the Mt. Graham project. “What a great victory for public and the 

mountain.” said Ann Hodges ASU Student Action Environmental Coalition member----148 

 

Phoenix Gazette, 4-28-95, Editorial, Phx. Gazette “The 9
th

 Circuit’s ruling on the site for a 

Mount Graham telescope is a stunning setback for UofA’s controversial project.”  “The 

law sides with the mountain…UA chose the worst (astrophysical) of six possible mountain 

locations”---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------149 

 

Arizona Republic, 8-31-95, Deadline clouds telescope, Environmental Exemption sought, 

Steve Yozwiak, staff writer [Charlie Babbitt, Board Member of the Maricopa Audubon 

Society “They’re not willing to stand by and trust scientific, biologic studies, Instead, they’re 

running off and trying to get the thing exempted by Congress again.” 

Arizona Daily Star, 8-24-95, Kolbe to push completion of Mt. Graham telescope [Robin 

Silver (of MAS) said Kolbe is rewriting history. “It was expressly the intent to lock them (UA 

astronomers) into a site because everybody felt so strongly that they should never be in the 

Emerald Peak area anyway.”] --------------------------------------------------------------------------150 

 

Maricopa Audubon Society flyer (brought up-to-date as of  Nov. 2010): “What is on Mt. 

Graham today…One small optical telescope (Vatican) and one radiotelescope plagued y 

Mt. Graham’s bad weather and marginal visibility…” LBT construction schedule slippage: 

planned in 1987, it still as of Nov. 2010 has only one of two needed secondary mirrors. That 

one secondary barely functions, and the LBT’s two main 8.4 meter primary mirrors are 

part of a telescope plagued with one of the worst sites for optical visibility in Arizona and 

the U.S. -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------151 

 

  Chronology of Universities Rejecting UA/Mt. Graham telescopes: bad visibility, evasion of: 

U.S. environmental law, Native American/cultural protection law, bad mirror technology (LBT 

is still incomplete to this day). 
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Schools dropping out of project: Harvard/Smithsonian, OSU, U. of Toronto, Mich. State, 

Pittsburgh, Texas, Penn State/Stanford, U. of Chicago, CalTech/NASA, Carnegie Institute, 

Harvard, MIT, Michigan, Georgia State, U. Florida, Dartmouth, Wisconsin/Carnegie-Mellon, N. 

Carolina-Chapel Hill, Rutgers, Max Planck reduces partnership-----------------------------------152 

 

Official GAO documents, May 18, 1989, “understanding” between McCain and USFS to 

expedite UA Mt. Graham scopes regardless of environmental laws--------------------------------153 

 

Canyon Echo, Grand Canyon Chapter Sierra Club, Jan. 1996: article by Bob Witzeman. NAU 

School of Forestry professor sells “Pre-Settlement Restoration” and “fireproofing” removal of 

mature trees to pay for “thinning” of pole-thickets and laddering fuels.---------------------------154 

 

Canyon Echo, Dec./Jan. 1996: photos of ASU Professor Wallace Covington’s “pre-settlement 

Restoration” with resulting logging of old growth.----------------------------------------------------155 

 

Arizona Republic, 1-23-96, Guest Column by Chas. Babbitt (Phx. attorney, Past President, 

MAS),  “Drought, fire danger no reason to cut old-growth trees.” Recommendations: 

prescribed burning, under control let some fires burn, stop logging big, fire-resistant trees, 

start thinning, reduce grazing, restore grasses that carry low-intensity fire.”---------------156 

 

Tribune Newspapers, 8-17-96, Guest Column by Chas. Babbitt, (Phx attorney, Past President, 

MAS, “95% of our big fire-resistant Ponderosa Pines have been cut…Logging won’t 

restore health of forests”-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 157 

 

Canyon Echo (Grand Canyon Chapter, Sierra Club), March 1997, Bob Witzeman, MAS 

Conservation Chair, “Leave our burned trees alone Smoky” (Burned, remnant trees 

important for forest health, bird species).-----------------------------------------------------------158 

 

Mesa/Chandler/Tempe Tribunes 3-12-99, Bird lovers picket to protest sun-grown coffee 

[MAS, et. al. protest “Rainforest” café in Phoenix for not serving shade coffee while 

advertising that they are eco-friendly].---------------------------------------------------------------159 

 

The Tribunes, Scottsdale and Northeast Valley, 9-23-99, Audubon group fights delisting of 

bald eagles, Claims  plan threatens Arizona’s population. [Photo Herb Fibel asserting 

delisting threatens survival of species here in AZ, Ron Sell, Chandler physician says 

“competition for using water here…” is a key threat.]--------------------------------------------160 

 

Arizona Republic, 9-15-00, Sonoran Park Proposal is unique plan [Op-Ed by Charles 

Babbitt, past president of MAS] recommends a preserve to “pass on to future generations--

-a biologically priceless piece of Sonoran Desert habitat…”]------------------------------------161 

 

News from Indian Country, July 2001, Mt. Graham “found to be historic Apache site” [USFS 

has declared Mt. Graham eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places as a 

traditional cultural property]; 

Arizona Republic, 5-12-99, Retired physician honored… Bob Witzeman, “played key role in 

the state’s major environmental confrontations.  In the 1960’ and ‘70s, it was stopping 



 15 

dams along the Salt, Verde, Gila and San Pedro rivers. In the “80s he championed limits on 

telescopes on Mt. Graham…shade grown coffee…protecting migratory songbirds.” The 

award was presented on behalf of the SW Forest Alliance, the SW Ctr. for Biological 

Diversity and AZ chapters of the Sierra Club and the NAS; 

Canyon Echo (Grand Canyon Chapter, Sierra Club) by Chris Gehlker, “Tribute to Bob 

Witzeman” “Think of any important struggle of the last two decades…and Bob Witzeman 

was leading the charge.----------------------------------------------------------------------------------162 

 

Arizona Republic, 3-10-02, Op-Ed by Charles J. Babbitt, To save forests, we must let fire be 

fire: “Phoenix Attorney…board member and past president of the Maricopa Audubon 

Society.” “Arizona’s Ponderosa pine and higher elevation conifer forest have always had 

naturally occurring forest…frequent and of low intensity…If we continue to suppress fires 

we can expect even bigger fires…” Deciding when and where to fight fires is complex, but 

we must do a better job picking our fights with nature.” ---------------------------------------163 

 

Sierra Club, “Canyon Echo,” Grand Canyon Chapter, May-June 2001, “Pre-settlement 

restoration” – the Trojan hose of the logging industry, by Bob Witzeman [Witzeman and 

MAS President Scott Burge and others visited the remote Mt. Trumbull area of “pre-

settlement restoration” of NAU Professor Wallace Covington. Witzeman/Burge 

summarized: “…it becomes undisguised old-growth logging under the pretense of 

fireproofing.”----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------164 

 

Arizona Republic, 6-30-2002, “Drought created this nightmare; it will end with patience, 

wisdom” Op-Ed, Charles Babbitt, Phoenix attorney, board member and past president of the 

Maricopa Audubon Society, “This fire (Rodeo-Chediski) should not be used to stampede  

people into making ill-advised, short-sighted forest management decisions. Forest problems 

hat have been decades in the making will take decades to fix. There will be no quick or easy 

solutions.”---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------165 

 

East Valley Tribunes, 7-20-02, Bird habitat protected in SRP plan [As a result of a “Habitat 

Conservation Plan under NEPA, and expressions of concern by MAS and the “Center for 

Biological Diversity”] SRP has undertaken habitat restoration on both arms of Salt for 

endangered species, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Willow Flycatcher, fish species, etc. and 

purchase and restoration of wetland habitats on the Verde, Salt and San Pedro Rivers. 

MAS’ Witzeman “said he has reviewed parts of the SRP’s plan and believes it is going in 

the right direction.”---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------166 

 

Arizona Republic, pg. 1, 2-5-05. “Salt River’s lost runoff helps state, after all.” SRP run-off 

stored in Painted Rock Dam and released to meet U.S./Mexico treaty obligations 

 

Phoenix New Times, June 2-8, 2005, “Reservoir Dogged” Letter Bob Witzeman, Cons. Ch., 

MAS, SRP’s claims of “67,000 families to go without water” because of releases from SRP 

dams to protect Willow Flycatcher etc. were misleading since all water released was saved 

in Painted Rock Dam to meet U.S./Mexican water treaty obligations. Witzeman decries 

agribusiness-dominated SRP misleading the public. Audubon Arizona asserts Witzeman’s 

letter threatened loss of a pending SRP $100,000 grant to Audubon Arizona.----------------167 
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Tribunes, undated, April ’05, “SRP’s $20M is for birds, Utility must provide new habitat for 

flycatcher.” SRP to mitigate for Willow Flycatcher habitat to be flooded by SRP reservoirs; 

Arizona Republic, 4-28-05, USFWS estimates a $29.2-39.5 price tag to mitigate for various 

threatened species to be flooded by SRP reservoirs.  Editors note: “As a result of the threat 

of legal proceedings by the Center for Biological Diversity, MAS and others, mitigation for 

habitat of threatened species was undertaken by SRP.-------------------------------------------168 

 

Arizona Republic, 6-27-06, Lakes a magnet for recreation, wildlife, Bob Witzeman…”said 

that even though the construction of the (SRP) chain of lakes ruined “priceless riparian 

habitat, SRP has been a good conservation partner…The Audubon Society (Audubon 

Arizona, the Sonoran Institute, the Nature Conservancy and Gov. Janet Napolitano have 

previously sent letters endorsing the trade.----------------------------------------------------------169 

 

Arizona Republic, April 17, 2005, Board backs land trade for mining [Superstition Area 

Land Trust (SALT) “…board of directors …voted to support a proposed land trade…” of 

the proposed Resolution Copper Company’s congressional land exchange. [pull-out block 

quote, p. 170, decries MAS/NAS for support of a mine project which has paid hundreds of 

thousands of dollars in donations to Audubon Arizona and offered a multimillion dollar 

property in the proposed land swap which will benefit the National Audubon Society 

Appleton-Wittel “Research Ranch” property in southern Arizona; 
Arizona Republic, 4-18-05 LAND Outdoor exchange, “Sam Campana, executive director of 

Audubon Arizona, calls the exchange “an outstanding package of lands.” “It seems everybody 

is being bought off,” said Bob Witzeman of the Maricopa Audubon Society which differs with 

the statewide organization and opposes the land exchange.” Arizona Republic, 3-26-05, Gov. 

Janet Napolitano, the Audubon Society [AUDUBON ARIZONA], the Nature Conservancy 

and the Sonoran Institute have all sent Hegner (chief exec, officer) letters of support--------170 

 

Cactus Wren-dition, Fall 2005, and Winter 2004, “National Audubon Society at the 

Crossroads” NAS sent out an “Action Alert” describing the vital importance of protecting 

NEPA as a U.S. law but here MAS Conservation Chair Witzeman states the irony of NAS’ 

Arizona office, Audubon Arizona (AA), frequently being cited in newspapers as supporting 

this NEPA-compromised, truncated land exchange. AA has announced receiving hundreds 

of thousands of dollars in donations from various Arizona mining companies, primarily 

those tied to this proposed, NEPA-marginalized, Oak Flat Congressional Land Exchange. 

NAS’ would also receive in the land swap $4,500,000 sic, actually probably some $7,500,000 

in property (950 acres) to benefit NAS’ Appleton-Whittel (A-W) Research Ranch; viz. 

private land purchased for BLM, to be managed as part of A-W/NAS Ranch. Witzeman 

shows that the half dozen “exchange” lands are primarily overgrazed, abandoned, USFS 

inholdings with no provisions in this “Land Swap” for protection from trespass cattle, 

vandalism, erosion, in-stream flow threats etc.]-----------------------------------------------171,172 

 

Maricopa Audubon Society flyer: 2005, “The  Proposed Oak Flat Land Exchange” [photos of 

the proposed-to-be-obliterated Oak Flat Campground: centuries old Arizona Oak 

matriarchs, endangered Arizona Hedgehog Cactus, and water table-threatened Devil’s 
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Canyon (GAAN Canyon – an Apache sacred site) – a priceless Sonoran Desert riparian 

habitat of cascading waterfalls, limpid pools and in-stream flows.--------------------172a, 172b 

 

East Valley Tribunes: 4-14-06, Environmental organizations fight for DESERT BALD 

EAGLES, [MAS and Center for Biological Diversity file lawsuit to protect Arizona’s highly-

threatened population of Desert-Nesting Bald Eagles.--------------------------------------------------173 

 

31 pages of MAS conservation literature mailed by MAS to Arizona conservation groups: 

including Audubon, Sierra Club, Arizona Wildlife Federation, etc. to follow.---------------174 

  

Pages 4 and 5 of 1976 MAS flyer: Describes proposed U.S. Bureau of Reclamation Central 

Arizona Project dams and canals and conservationists’ lawsuit to stop the dams.]---------175 

   

Maricopa Audubon Society (MAS) brochure, 1976, Photographs from U.S. Bureau of 

Reclamation’s Environmental Impact Statement of proposed Charleston Dam on San 

Pedro River, Hooker Dam on Gila River backing up into Gila Wilderness Area-----------176   

 

MAS brochure, 1976, Orme Dam site at confluence of Salt and Verde Rivers would destroy 

unique Desert-Nesting Bald Eagle riparian habitat and inundate an Indian tribe.---------177 

 

MAS and Orme Alternatives Coalition brochure, 1980, Safer, Less Costly Flood Control 

NOW! [flood-prone, floodplain real estate development dependent on Orme Dam]-------178 

 

MAS graphic/newsclips, Feb. 1982, Waste Western Style, [graphic on pumping water uphill 

for agribusiness, newsclip collage on Orme Dam federal agribusiness boondoggle.--------179 

 

   


